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Where Ideas Grow and Learning Comes Alive

One of the greatest joys in education is witnessing the moment when
a CCKSian moves beyond accepting what is known and begins to
question, imagine and create something new. These moments remind
me why learning matters: not simply for what our CCKSians know,
but for who they are becoming and what they may one day
contribute to society. This belief is at the heart of our Humanities
Department, where every individual is valuable, every idea is
improvable, and every inquiry is do-able. Singapore Unboxed,
comprising our Secondary 2 Heritage Curatorship Programme and
Secondary 3 The Singapore Times, brings these beliefs to life in
wonderful and meaningful ways.

Through these programmes, our CCKSians discover that history is
more than a record of the past and that transport is more than a
means of getting from one place to another. They uncover the stories,
aspirations and experiences behind Singapore’s national campaigns,
while exploring how transport connects people, places, identities and
communities. What begins as a question becomes an investigation;
what begins as an idea grows through discussion, feedback and
reflection into something richer and more meaningful. I am especially
proud to see our CCKSians take ownership of their learning, listen to
different perspectives and express their ideas with creativity and
conviction.
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I am extremely grateful to our teachers who continually give of
themselves to design purposeful learning experiences for our
CCKSians, and also the partnership by our valued partners at the
MOE Heritage Centre and the Knowledge Building Singapore
Community. I am deeply appreciative of their dedication, generosity
and collaborative spirit. Together, we have created opportunities for
our CCKSians to thrive, grow and discover what they are capable of
achieving.

Ultimately, Singapore Unboxed reflects our mission of creating A
Positive Environment that Empowers CCKSians to Thrive and
Contribute and our vision of nurturing future-ready mindsets,
empathetic hearts and responsible action. My hope is that, as you
explore the pages that follow, you will be inspired by the creativity,
thoughtfulness and passion reflected in our CCKSians’ work. May
their stories remind us that when our CCKSians are given the space,
encouragement and trust to develop their ideas, learning truly
comes alive—and they begin to see themselves not merely as
learners of today, but as thoughtful contributors who can help
shape the Singapore of tomorrow.



More often than not, when I mention History as a school subject in
daily conversations, I hear responses like, “Argh, I can’t memorise all
the dates and facts!” It is unfortunate that History is sometimes
perceived as a vast collection of minute details that make readers lose
the plot. Practitioners of History — teachers, academics and exhibition
curators, among others — know otherwise. History is dynamic, open to
the (re)discovery and reinterpretation of sources, and multifaceted
ways of presentation, all while remaining anchored in rigorous
research and reasoning. 

The Secondary 2 Heritage Curatorship Programme, a collaboration
between CCKSS, Knowledge Building Singapore Community (KBS) and
the MOE Heritage Centre (MOEHC), sought to deepen students’
historical understanding by guiding them as practitioners of History.
Rather than receiving historical accounts passively, students learn
that History is an ongoing process of inquiry and interpretation, with
real-world implications and wide-ranging possibilities for
presentation. The programme brought together complementary
expertise: CCKSS and KBS contributed their pedagogical strengths,
while MOEHC introduced students to curatorship as a form of public
history, encouraging them to communicate historical understanding
beyond the familiar pen-and-paper format.

Foreword
by Ms WONG LEE MIN
CENTRE DIRECTOR, MOEHC
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MOE HC’s participation in the collaboration took shape last year,
following our SG60 commemorative exhibition —Seeds of Change:
School Campaigns from the 1950s till the Present. Featuring
campaigns on health and wellness, cleaning and greening, and habits
and values, the exhibition explored how teachers and education
partners have shaped students’ lives through these movements.
From early milk-drinking, toothbrushing and road safety campaigns
to contemporary cyber and mental wellness initiatives, the
exhibition traced the evolution of school campaigns alongside
Singapore’s nation-building journey. These campaigns reveal how
schools have helped shape the nation’s social fabric through shared
experiences, values and beliefs. The exhibition thus offered a
meaningful starting point for Secondary 2 Historical Investigation
and the development of our collaborative curatorship programme.

What is the value of learning exhibition curation? After all, not
everyone will continue with the study of History, much less practise
as a curator. Exhibition curation stretches our students’ thinking, as
they learn to evaluate exhibitions critically, ideate creatively, and
then create something that prompts viewers to engage with,
examine and explore. It also brings object-based learning full circle.
Object-based learning invites students to examine and question
artefacts to develop historical understanding. In curating an
exhibition, students work in the opposite direction, drawing on their
historical understanding to communicate through objects/exhibits.
The two approaches reinforce each other, strengthening students’
historical reasoning. 

During the programme, I had the pleasure of observing Secondary 2
History lessons at CCKSS and introducing students to curatorship
through a tour of MOEHC. I witnessed their historical thinking and
understanding deepen over time. At the start of their investigations
into national campaigns, some students were misled by AI-
generated hallucinations into believing that certain campaigns had
existed. 
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Very soon, they learnt to scrutinise sources and corroborate them with
other materials. By the time they visited MOEHC, they had developed a
stronger spirit of inquiry, and were curious to probe into how and why
curators make deliberate decisions about crafting historical information
and exhibits.

It is a delight to see their progress reflected in the works and reflections
presented in the following pages. Through oral history interviews,
students encountered empathy and diverse perspectives; through
exhibition-making, they learnt to be resourceful and experiment with
different ways of doing things. Some devised ingenious ways to create
3D effects with limited materials, such as shaping an exhibit like a
dustbin to complement its campaign theme. Others went beyond the
subject of History and composed songs — an apt choice for campaigns
often promoted through memorable jingles. These projects
demonstrate how students can bring History to life through creativity
and thoughtful interpretation. Rediscovering the subject through their
eyes has also reminded me of what makes History so engaging.

I hope that many readers will find this publication useful and
interesting. Students may learn from their peers, while teachers and
other history practitioners may draw inspiration from this fruitful
collaboration and adapt its pedagogical framework for other museum-
based learning programmes. Parents, too, can appreciate the evolution
of History education, and take pride in their children blossoming into
young, critical thinkers.

Kudos to the students and teachers of Chua Chu Kang Secondary
School for their dedicated and innovative work!



Ever watched an unboxing video?

There is a box sitting on a table. Everyone already knows roughly what is
inside. After all, it is usually written on the box. The lid comes off. Things
are taken out and examined from different angles. The content creator
spots something and reacts with unbridled excitement at a new
discovery. Perhaps there is something rather educational about
unboxing.

Singapore Unboxed begins with a similar proposition: What happens
when we take something familiar and look at it again? For the
CCKSians, the “box” is Singapore itself. Inside are things we encounter
without giving them a second thought: an MRT journey, a bustling
interchange, or the everyday decisions that shape how we move through
our city.

Through The Singapore Times, students are invited to look beyond these
familiar experiences and discover what they might reveal. Transport, for
instance, may seem like a straightforward matter of getting from one
place to another. Yet, look a little closer, and questions begin to emerge.
How do we make transport accessible to different communities? What
makes a transport system sustainable? How does the way we move
shape our identities, relationships and experiences of the city? What
begins as an everyday observation can open up a much larger inquiry.
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Foreword
by MR ANDY NG
TEACHING FELLOW, NIE-NTU
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As you turn these pages, you will encounter CCKSians approaching such
questions from different perspectives, drawing connections between
ideas and discovering possibilities they might not have considered
before. They learn to look beyond the boundaries of individual subjects,
recognising that the same issue can be understood in different ways
depending on the questions we ask and the perspectives we bring.

This is what makes the Humanities such fertile ground for inquiry. The
world rarely presents itself in neat disciplinary boxes. Its questions are
interconnected, complex and open to interpretation. Making sense of
them requires us to consider different viewpoints, examine our
assumptions and remain open to ideas that challenge what we already
know.

Knowledge Building (KB) empowers students to do just that. Rather than
simply receiving knowledge, students become active contributors to its
advancement. They listen to one another, bring different perspectives
into dialogue and build on ideas through questioning and collective
effort. Importantly, ideas are treated as improvable. An initial observation
is not the end of an inquiry, but the beginning of something that can be
examined, challenged and developed further. Through this process,
students exercise epistemic agency: taking responsibility for the
questions they pursue, the directions their inquiries take and the ways
their understanding develops. They learn that progress does not always
come from finding an immediate answer, but from asking better questions
and working together to arrive at deeper insights.



About Us - CCKSS
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Chua Chu Kang Secondary School and Teck Whye Secondary School
merged in 2023 to become a new school – Chua Chu Kang Secondary
(德惠中学 ). Building upon the strengths of both schools in the areas
of uniformed groups, sports, performing arts, Applied Learning
Programmes (Robotics & Automation, Sustainable Urban Design)
and Learning For Life Programme (LLP), the new school has been
providing a great variety of rich learning experiences for its
students. Becoming one family also offers opportunities for
teachers in both schools to synergise their best practices, design
lessons even more innovatively and enhance students’ learning
further. With this robust synergy, Chua Chu Kang Secondary School
(德惠中学 ) looks to grow from strength to strength as students
experience the best of both worlds from an upsized learning
experience!

To read more about the history of the former Chua Chu Kang
Secondary School and former Teck Whye Secondary School, please
access the following QR codes:

Chua Chu Kang Secondary School Teck Whye Secondary School



At the heart of our Humanities Department is a simple belief: Every
Individual is Valuable. Every Idea is Improvable. Every Inquiry is Do-
able. These beliefs shape how we design learning experiences for our
students — where learning is not simply about receiving knowledge, but
about questioning, connecting, creating and building knowledge
together.

This reflects our school’s mission of creating “A Positive Environment
that Empowers CCKSians to Thrive and Contribute”, and our vision of
developing CCKSians with Future-ready Mindsets and Empathetic
Hearts who Act Responsibly. In Humanities, we seek to bring these
aspirations to life by creating spaces where our CCKSians have the
agency to explore ideas, the confidence to contribute their perspectives,
and the openness to learn from others.

In recent years, we have intentionally designed and implemented AI-
CRAFT — Content, Response, AI & Peers feedback, Fusion and reflecT —
into our CCKSians’ learning experiences. AI-CRAFT brings together
Inquiry-Based Learning, Knowledge Building principles and dispositions,
and E21CC literacies such as critical, inventive and adaptive thinking.
Within our school, this is brought to life through “Let’s Hear Out! Let’s
Build On! Let’s Rise Above!” CCKSians first make their thinking visible,
listen to different perspectives, build on and improve ideas, and
eventually rise above their initial thinking to create something new.
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CCKSS Humanities



This shapes our vision for Humanities: CCKSians as Content Creators,
Creative Contributors and Community Curators. The Secondary 2
Heritage Curatorship Programme and Secondary 3 The Singapore
Times, featured in the pages that follow, are manifestations of this
vision. They show what can happen when our CCKSians are given the
space, structures and trust to inquire deeply, work across perspectives
and create knowledge that has meaning beyond the classroom.

Ultimately, we hope our CCKSians leave us not simply knowing more
about the Humanities, but seeing themselves as adaptable learners
with agency, compassionate individuals who value the perspectives of
others, and ethical citizens who contribute responsibly to their
communities. In doing so, Humanities becomes more than the study of
people, places and the past. It becomes preparation for how our
CCKSians might understand, participate in and contribute meaningfully
to the world they will inherit — future-ready in mindset, empathetic at
heart and responsible in action.
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A campaign poster to ‘Keep Singapore Clean’. A crowded morning train. A
transport map. A family story about language.

At first glance, these may seem like ordinary fragments of Singapore life.
Yet, when students place them alongside one another, compare
perspectives and pursue the questions that emerge, they become
evidence of how a society has changed, how it has communicated its
values, and how young people have experienced those changes.

That process lies at the heart of Singapore Unboxed.

This publication brings together two learning experiences that invited
students to investigate Singapore from different starting points. Our
Secondary 2 students turned their attention to national campaigns from
the 1950s to the 1990s, asking how these campaigns shaped the lives of
students. Our Secondary 3 students explored transport through the
Singapore Times project, drawing on History, Geography, Literature and
Business Studies to examine how people, places, systems and stories are
connected through movement.

The projects differ in their themes and products, but both begin with a
simple proposition that familiar things deserve to be questioned.

Beyond Facts and Easy Answers

Knowledge Building does not treat learning as the private accumulation of
information. Instead, it turns the classroom into a community in which
ideas are made public, examined, challenged and improved.

21

Knowledge Building:
Unboxing Singapore



The aim is not for every student to arrive immediately at the same answer.
It is for students to raise worthwhile questions, bring evidence into
discussion, notice gaps in their explanations and build on what others
have contributed. A tentative idea can become stronger after a
classmate offers another source, a different interpretation or an
experience that complicates what seemed obvious at first.

That was particularly important in the Secondary 2 Historical
Investigation (Heritage Curatorship Program). National campaigns are
often remembered through their slogans, posters and public messages.
However, the students’ research asked them to look beyond these visible
features. What concerns did a campaign seek to address? Why did its
message matter at that point in Singapore’s development? How did young
people encounter the campaign in school, at home or in public spaces?
Did the message influence behaviour in ways its organisers had intended?

A campaign about cleanliness, for instance, could be read as a message
about littering. It could also be understood as part of a larger
conversation about public health, shared responsibility, national image
and the use of common spaces. A language campaign could invite
reflection on communication, culture, family relationships and identity.
By examining evidence and listening to family memories, students began
to see that history is often carried not only in official records, but also in
habits, recollections and personal encounters.

Transport as More Than Just Travel

The Secondary 3 Singapore Times project approached Singapore through
another familiar part of daily life: transport.

For many students, a journey by bus or MRT is so routine that it barely
seems worth noticing. Yet transport shapes the rhythm of school days,
links neighbourhoods, influences where people live and work and changes
the ways in which a city is imagined. It also carries emotions – anticipation
before an outing, weariness after a long day, anxiety during a delay, or
comfort in the familiar sights of a journey home.

22
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Each discipline brought a different question to the theme.

History traced the development of transport systems and considered
how earlier decisions have shaped the Singapore that commuters know
today. Geography focused attention on connections, accessibility, land
use and the organisation of urban space. Literature invited students to
notice the human and emotional dimensions of travel: the voices,
images, memories and small moments that a journey can contain.

Business Studies and Accountancy added another layer. Transport
systems do not run on movement alone. They require planning,
investment, operating revenue, cost management and difficult
decisions about the needs of commuters, businesses and the wider
public. Through these subjects, students could see that everyday
service is also shaped by economic realities.

Placed together, these perspectives produced a fuller picture.
Transport was no longer simply infrastructure. It became history in
motion, geography made visible, an economic undertaking and a
source of personal narrative.

A Community of Inquiry

Neither project depended on students working alone. Research became
more meaningful when ideas travelled between people.

For our Secondary 2 historians, interviews and family conversations
allowed students to encounter memories that could not be found in a
textbook. A grandparent’s recollection of a school campaign, a parent’s
account of language use or a family member’s response to public
messages could reveal how national initiatives entered personal life.
These accounts did not merely add colour to the research but also
encouraged students to consider whose experiences are preserved,
whose voices may be less visible and why different people remember
the same period differently.
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The Singapore Times project likewise benefited from a range of
viewpoints. A student commuter, an elderly passenger, a transport
worker, a parent travelling with children and a business operator may
all experience the same transport system differently. Once students
began to recognise these differing needs and perspectives, their initial
ideas about convenience, accessibility and public services became
more nuanced.

Collaboration also shaped the creation of the final products. Students
had to decide what evidence was most compelling, how to organise
their findings, which perspective to foreground and how to
communicate with an audience beyond their own class. In these
moments, discussion was not an addition to learning. It was the work
and process of learning itself.

What Students Are Becoming

The most significant outcome of these projects may not be any single
article, artefact or exhibition panel but the habits of mind students are
beginning to develop.

They are becoming more willing to question what appears ordinary.
They are learning to connect a public campaign to private memory, a
transport system to an individual journey, and a historical source to a
contemporary concern. They are also discovering that evidence does
not speak on its own and must be interpreted carefully and considered
alongside other evidence.

Equally important is the disposition to listen. Singapore’s story
contains many voices, and no one source or perspective can fully
explain how people experience the nation. Through conversation,
research and collaboration, students are beginning to appreciate both
the value and the difficulty of understanding experiences beyond their
own.



UNBOXING
MOBILISATION



Heritage Curatorship Programme: From Historians to Curators of the
Past

This year, as part of CCKSS Secondary 2 History learning, CCKSians
embark on the enhanced Heritage Curatorship Programme, a signature
programme developed through close collaboration between CCKSS
History Unit, Knowledge Building Singapore Community and the MOE
Heritage Centre (MOEHC). The programme begins with the disciplinary
practices of a historian — asking questions, gathering and evaluating
evidence, analysing perspectives and drawing conclusions — but
intentionally extends beyond historical inquiry. Through MOEHC’s
expertise in curatorship and museum-based learning, students develop
the literacy and dispositions to consider how the past can be selected,
interpreted, constructed and communicated in creative, accessible and
impactful ways. In this sense, Historical Investigation becomes not simply
an exercise in understanding the past, but a pathway towards becoming
Content Creators, Creative Contributors and Community Curators.

The partnership brings together complementary strengths. The History
Unit facilitates the historical investigation process and grounds students
in disciplinary rigour, while MOEHC introduces students to the principles
and practices of heritage interpretation, exhibition and museum studies.
This enables students to recognise that History extends beyond knowing
or interpreting what happened. It also involves making thoughtful
decisions about whose stories are told, which voices are heard, how
evidence is framed and how historical understanding can be made
meaningful to an audience.

27

At a Glance:
Whose Story Is It ? 
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This year, students investigated campaigns in Singapore from the 1950s
to the 1990s. Through the AI-CRAFT Pedagogical Approach, students
developed their historical understanding through cycles of content
creation, response, AI and peer feedback, fusion and reflection. AI was
positioned not as a substitute for historical thinking, but as one of
several resources through which students could question, test, refine
and strengthen their ideas. Students examined primary and secondary
sources, considered different perspectives and investigated how
campaigns shaped the experiences of people living in Singapore.

Their learning was further extended through collaboration with their
Music teachers, as students transformed their historical research into
song lyrics. Through music, they explored the emotional and personal
dimensions of the past, recognising that historical understanding can be
expressed not only through text and interpretation, but also through
creativity, art, music and emotion.

Across the process, students exercised critical and inventive thinking as
they made decisions about what to include, how to represent it and how
to communicate it to others. Their final products therefore became more
than presentations of research. They were acts of historical construction
— thoughtfully curated interpretations of the past created for an
audience.

Through the Heritage Curatorship Programme, students move from
learning History to creating with History, and ultimately to curating
History. They emerge not only as young historians who can investigate
the past, but as Content Creators, Creative Contributors and Community
Curators who understand that heritage comes alive when knowledge is
thoughtfully constructed, creatively expressed and meaningfully shared.
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Our National
Campaigns Exhibitions

Musical 
Round-a-Table

Opening the scroll

Creative Displays 
stemmed from 

content from our 
Oral Interviews

Milk Cartons

Do you know 
which campaign 

was this?
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Our Mini Museums 
with 3D Pop-out 

Effects  

How many categories 

of campaigns are there 

in this page? 

Want to know 
more? Let’s 

assemble the items 
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Courtesy @ 
SG Classroom

With Chalkboard
Wooden Noticeboard 

Wooden Tables

How this idea come
about?  MOEHC uses TV

to show teachers
marching as part of their

training in the past 

Bilingual 

Wouldn’t showing
content via TV be the

most ideal? 

Make a guess 🙂 
What games inspired

these 2 exhibition
designs? 

Why do you think we 

design this campaign 

in this m
anner? 
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Our Accompanying
Musical Creations



35

Spotlights
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Combined Groups Writeup on 
Keep Singapore Clean Campaign (Pages 33-36)
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(L to R) Leo, Zhi Cheng, Najwan and Alex from 2D

We presented to Mr Desmond
Lee and over 1000 International

Educators @ Redesigning
Pedagogy International

Conference  

From Facts to Feelings: Experiencing
the Keep Singapore Clean Campaign



Doing this historical investigation changed the way our group sees
History. At first, most of us thought our job was simply to find
information and put it together. But we soon realized that everyone
had different ideas and perspectives. By listening to one another,
building on each other’s thoughts and sometimes changing our own
ideas, we slowly shaped something that belonged to all of us. We also
learnt that historical information does not have to be presented in
just one way. Seeing the Seeds of Change exhibition at the MOE
Heritage Centre, where a traditional classroom window was used to
bring the information to life, made history feel more personal and
memorable. It made us wonder, “Could we do something like this for
our own investigation?” 

The oral history interviews gave us the answer. We expected the
people we interviewed to mainly share facts about the 1968 Keep
Singapore Clean Campaign, but what stayed with us were their feelings
and memories. They helped us imagine what it was like to actually live
through the campaign. That inspired us to make our own presentation
more experiential. Instead of simply telling our teachers and
participants about the campaign, we invited them to take on the role
of Singaporeans helping to “clean” the dirty river. We wanted them to
experience, even for a short while, what people at that time might have
felt. Through this process, we also began to appreciate how much work
goes into the History we read. Historians, and even our history
teachers, have to make choices about whose voices to include, what to
focus on and how to frame the story. 

If we could sum up what we learnt in one sentence, it would be: 

“History becomes meaningful when we can feel the people behind
the story.”

38
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(L to R) Daania, Yunxuan, Jiyun, Annabel & Herlyn from 2C

We presented our product in the form 
of a dustbin so that participants can 

see and feel the campaign 

[Digital] Curators: Designing Museums
and Uncovering History
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One thing my group and I really liked about Historical Investigation
(Heritage Curatorship) was that we could create things both online and
offline, just like what we usually do in our free time. We got to choose,
arrange and connect different “artefacts” to tell the story we wanted our
audience to hear. It was quite fun being the designers of our own
museums. We even had to use some of our art skills! This made History
feel more exciting because we were not just reading about the past. We
were actually creating something. 

Our visit to the MOE Heritage Centre also gave us some cool ideas for our
own exhibition. Looking at the displays and captions made us realise that
it is not enough to just put information together. We have to think about
what information to show, how to arrange it and how to make sure people
can follow the story. We also started thinking about how things
happening outside Singapore could affect what happened here, and why
different national campaigns were introduced from the 1950s to the
1980s. 

But HI was not always easy. Sometimes all of us had really good ideas, so
the difficult part was deciding which ideas to use or how to combine
them. We also realised that checking if our research was actually correct
was harder than we thought. It was not just about finding another source
that says the same thing. We had to ask where the information came
from, whether the source was trustworthy, and why different sources
might tell the story differently. This made us realise that being a historian
is not just about finding information. There is actually a lot of thinking
behind how we understand and share History. 

After this whole experience, we think History is like a jigsaw puzzle. Each
source, artefact and person gives us a different piece. Some pieces may
not fit at first, and sometimes we may even realise that we are missing a
piece. We have to look carefully, ask questions and decide how the pieces
fit together to understand the bigger picture. 

“History is like a jigsaw puzzle — 
every piece tells part of the story, but we have to put the pieces

together.”
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(L to R) Cayvier, Auni, Jing Xuan, Sandra and Xin Ya from 2E

Can you imagine that you were being stopped at our SG
checkpoint because of your hair? This was exactly what SG did
in 1972 when she launched the Operation Snip Snip—aimed at
discouraging long hair on men to curb a growing subculture !

Beyond the Unconventional:
Uncovering the Snip Snip Campaign



Embarking on this historical investigation completely changed the way
our group approached the subject. Right from the start, we agreed
that we did not want to settle for a typical or common topic. Instead,
we pushed ourselves to dig deeper and search for a lesser-known
piece of history, which ultimately led us to discover the Snip Snip
Campaign. Exploring different interactive exhibitions played a huge
role in shaping our journey. Seeing how dynamic displays brought
historical events to life inspired our group to brainstorm a wide variety
of creative ideas before we finally settled on our chosen design. 

Bringing our vision to life required close teamwork as we collaborated
to build our prototype. The process was hands-on and active; we even
had to improvise on the spot for several parts, which made the
experience all the more memorable and engaging. What made this
project truly rewarding was the opportunity to dive into such a
unique campaign. Without this project, none of us would have had
the chance to learn about—or even know of—the Snip Snip Campaign.
It showed us how much fascinating history remains hidden just
beneath the surface. 

“History becomes truly exciting when we step off the beaten path to
uncover hidden stories.”

42
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(L to R) Chee Hui, Yu Xin, Moksha and Pranitha from 2E

Shaping Families, Shaping a Nation:
Unpacking the “Stop at 2” Campaign
SG government introduced the “Stop at Two” campaign to encourage
families to have no more than two children due to rapidly increasing
population. Wahat most people remember was the memorable poster
that shows two sisters sharing an umbrella, with the message that two
children were enough! Our group felt that this campaign worked so well
until our government now needs to u-turn this campaign. 



When our group got together to pick a topic, we immediately
gravitated toward Singapore’s famous “Stop at 2” campaign. We were
super curious to dive into Singapore’s past population policies and
discover how these government decisions actually impacted everyday
society. Visiting the MOE Heritage Centre gave us the perfect burst of
inspiration! Seeing how Singapore’s history unfolded through real-life
perspectives helped us figure out how to frame our own product. We
wanted to go beyond just listing policy facts—we set out to clearly
explain the purpose behind the campaign and capture its true
historical significance.

Bringing our project to life was such a fun, collaborative effort! From
brainstorming initial concepts to dividing up the tasks, working
alongside my group mates made the entire process so energetic. We
constantly bounced ideas off each other and double-checked our
work to make sure all our information was clear, engaging, and
accurate. My absolute favorite part of this experience was learning
how Singapore’s policies have shifted over time. It really showed us
how history continues to shape the way we live today!

“Understanding our past policies helps us truly appreciate how far
our society has come.”
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(L to R) Qalesya, Tiara, Yixin and Zemily from 2H

From Classroom to Society: Reliving
the 1979 Courtesy Campaign

In 1979, Singapore introduced the Courtesy Campaign to remind all
Singaporeans to be more polite and considerate in their daily lives. With
more people sharing buses, lifts and public spaces, getting along with
others became even more important! This campaign encouraged
everyone to make kindness a daily habit. Fun fact: before Singa the
Courtesy Lion [do you know how it looks like?] became the campaign’s
mascot in 1982, it started with a simple smiling-face logo! 😊



Historical investigation is more than just reading about the past—it is a
hands-on process of gathering evidence, asking meaningful questions,
and uncovering the real stories behind historical events. With this
year’s focus on national campaigns, our group stumbled upon the
Courtesy Campaign of 1979. The topic immediately struck a chord with
us because we had all grown up with its modern counterpart, the
Singapore Kindness Movement (SKM), during our primary school days.
Having that personal connection made the history feel relatable and
deeply relevant. Our visit to the MOE Heritage Centre Learning
Journey sparked our creativity even further when our group leader
noticed an interactive, blind-like display. Captivated by how engaging
it was, we incorporated that exact display design into our own
makeshift classroom showcase for the project. 

Bringing the final presentation to life was a seamless team effort.
Some of my groupmates worked tirelessly to construct the detailed
miniature classroom model, while others focused on compiling and
writing down our historical findings. Our classmates were equally
supportive, generously lending us crafting materials and inspiring us
with their own creative exhibits. Looking back, what we enjoyed most
about the research was discovering a deeper connection to our
country. We realized that Singapore’s early development wasn't
purely about academic results or economic profit; it was also about
instilling positive lifelong values in citizens from a young age,
extending all the way from the primary school classroom into the
workplace. 

“True national progress is built not just on economic success, but on
the values that unite us as a community.”
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(L to R) Khloe and Yuxi from 2A

Strengthening our Cultural Roots: 
The Speak Mandarin Campaign

Back in 1979, Singapore launched the Speak Mandarin
Campaign to encourage Chinese Singaporeans to speak
more Mandarin and less dialects. 🇸🇬  But do you know that
there’s a fun part — this campaign had her own theme song,
《大家说华语》 (“Let’s Speak Mandarin”)! 🎵 Instead of just
using posters and speeches, the campaign used songs, TV
and radio to get people on board. Doesn’t this sound pretty
much like how we are using social media today to spread a
message, just in a very 1970s way!



Working on the project with our teammates us allowed me to gain a
deeper understanding of the "Speak Mandarin Campaign", such as on
why campaigns such as the “Speak Chinese Campaign” were organised.
Conducting research and finding reliable sources also helped us to
learn many new things and develop a deeper understanding of the
topic.

It was a novel experience as none of us had ever presented a project in
front of so many teachers before. Although we felt anxious initially, we
gradually gained confidence as we started to share our findings and
explained our project. This experience helped us overcome my
nervousness and become more comfortable speaking in front of others.

Despite being rigorous, we thoroughly enjoyed the process as it was a
refreshing change. We also had the opportunity to step out of our
comfort zone by collaborating with different people and exchanging
ideas and perspectives through discussions on Knowledge Forum. This
platform allowed us to share our ideas, exchange opinions and learn
from one another. It helped us broaden our understanding and consider
different perspectives.

Overall, this project was a valuable and memorable experience that
allowed us to develop communication, teamwork and critical thinking
skills. We learned to step out of our own comfort zone and express
ideas more confidently. In the future, we hope to improve on our
presentation skills and become more comfortable speaking in front of a
large audience. More importantly, it taught us that learning history goes
beyond simply memorising facts, as it also involves interviewing,
exploring different perspectives and learning from others.
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“Great historians don’t just study the past; 
they work together with heart to bring its stories to life.



UNBOXING
MOVEMENT
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At a Glance:
Weaving Singapore’s Stories

Building on the success of The History Times, CCKSS has evolved the
programme into The Singapore Times, a signature Secondary 3
Humanities experience that brings together students across Principles of
Accounts, Geography, Elements of Business Studies, History and Social
Studies. While The History Times began as a platform for students to
deepen historical understanding through inquiry, collaboration and
Knowledge Building, The Singapore Times extends this pedagogical design
across the Humanities, providing students with opportunities to explore a
shared theme through multiple disciplinary lenses.

The programme is structured around four dimensions: Let’s Connect!
Let’s Comprehend! Let’s Conceptualize! Let’s Curate!

Let’s Connect! brings approximately 30 students from different subject
disciplines into mixed groups to build relationships, generate ideas and
explore the possibilities of transport. Students are given the agency to
design creative ways of knowing one another and investigating the theme,
positioning them as content creators from the outset.

Let’s Comprehend! broadens their conceptual horizons through
interactions with teaching fellows, professors and industry practitioners.
These encounters reveal transport as a multifaceted subject connected
to inclusivity, gender, globalisation, identity and emotions. Students
question, brainstorm and make connections as they encounter
perspectives beyond their immediate disciplines.

Let’s Conceptualize! provides students with the space to return to their
disciplinary communities and develop their own themes, categories and
inquiries. Ideas take shape through different disciplinary lenses, ranging
from profitability and sustainability to socio-historiographical
perspectives and qualitative inquiry.



Let’s Curate! moves beyond content and concepts into the principles
of design and museum studies. Students make deliberate decisions
about how knowledge is selected, organised, interpreted and
communicated for an audience.

Across all four dimensions, cross-group feedback is intentionally
embedded, while students are given the latitude to introduce
approaches of their own. Oral interviews, AI-generated alternative
responses and other self-initiated strategies become purposeful ways
of extending and refining their ideas.

In this way, The Singapore Times represents the continued evolution of
CCKSS’ Knowledge Building journey — from disciplinary mastery to
interdisciplinary knowledge creation. It embodies our vision of
students as Content Creators, Creative Contributors and Community
Curators, demonstrating that when young people are given the agency,
structures and trust to build knowledge together, the possibilities for
learning extend far beyond the classroom.

“Learning becomes transformative when students move from
receiving knowledge to connecting, shaping and creating it together.”
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Spotlights
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To view the work of our students for The
Singapore Times, please navigate to the
Google Drive via the QR code below 🙂 
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Our newsletter Always on the Move: Moments, Memories and the Making of SG
Transport Story shows us that transport in Singapore is more than just getting from
Point A to Point B. From the Causeway connecting Singapore and Malaysia to Changi
Airport and our ever-growing MRT network, transport has been a major part of
Singapore’s glow-up over the years. Even something as simple as taking a lift plays a
part in how we move around every day. But here’s the plot twist: transport is not just
about travelling! During the Hock Lee Bus Riots, buses became a symbol of unity,
bringing different groups of people together to stand up for what they believed in.
Ferries to Pulau Tekong also played an important role in people's lives, from helping
residents leave the island to bringing National Servicemen there for military training.
These examples show that transport is connected to our memories, emotions and
major life events. By looking at transport from different perspectives, we can better
understand how it has shaped Singapore and the people living here. At the end of the
day, our transport system is more than just buses, trains and planes — every journey
has a story, and together, these stories make up Singapore’s history!
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When we first heard that our Singapore Times theme was SG Transport,
we thought it would be quite straightforward. We thought we would
probably be talking about buses, trains, planes and the MRT. But after
going through the lectures, games and activities, we realised that
transport could be much more than just getting from one place to
another. We started thinking about transport as something connected to
identity, memories, emotions and even how people come together. 

As History students, we wanted to see what we could do with all these
new ideas. 

One thing we definitely had was A LOT of ideas. Sometimes we had so
many ideas that choosing one was actually the hardest part! Through our
Knowledge Building and AI-CRAFT process, we learnt to listen to each
other and build on what someone else had said. Sometimes, we also had
to change our own ideas. Instead of thinking, “My idea is better,” we
started asking, “How can we make this idea even better together?” 

This was how we started looking at transport in different ways. We came
up with “Soaring”, where we looked at something as normal as a lift. We
never really thought of a lift as something worth studying in History, but
then we started asking how even a simple ride upwards could tell us
something about how Singapore has changed. We also came up with
“Striking” when we looked at the Hock Lee Bus Riots. A bus was no longer
just a bus. It became connected to people, conflict and an important
event in Singapore’s history. It was quite interesting to realise that
something so ordinary could have such a big story behind it. 

Always on the Move: Moments,
Memories, and the Making of

Transport History
Dylon, Gladys, Gil, Jeshaiah, Joe, Syamantaka 



The interdisciplinary part of Singapore Times also helped us a lot. We got
to hear ideas from students doing Geography, Social Studies and POA
before going back to our own History group. At first, we were not really
sure how their ideas would fit into History. But they actually made us
think differently. Geography made us think about places and how they are
connected. Social Studies made us think more about people and society.
We started asking questions like, How did transport affect different
people? How did it change their everyday lives? Why did certain changes
happen at that time? We realised that looking at History does not mean
only looking at dates and events. We can also look at society, places,
ideas and people. 

Another thing we learnt was that putting together our newsletter was not
as easy as we thought. We had lots of different “threads” — the Causeway,
Changi Airport, the MRT, ferries to Tekong, the Hock Lee Bus Riots, lifts,
memories and emotions. Our job was to somehow bring these different
threads together and make them into one story. We joked that we had to
become the “grand weavers” of our own History story! 

We had to think about which ideas could go together, which ones needed
more explanation and which ones would actually help our readers
understand something. We also had to go deeper instead of just saying,
“This happened.” We kept asking, Why did it happen? Why was it
important? What changed? What stayed the same? How did people feel
or experience it? This helped us connect our ideas to History instead of
just putting interesting facts together. 

The 5Is — Interactive, Inquisitive, Innovative, Informative and Integrative
— also helped us think about how to make our newsletter more
interesting. We did not want people to just read it, finish it and forget
about it. We wanted them to stop at certain parts, ask questions and
maybe even think about transport differently after reading our work. 
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After many rounds of discussing, changing and putting our ideas together,
we finally came up with our title: “Always on the Move: Moments,
Memories and the Making of Singapore’s Transport Story.” We liked this
because it showed that transport is not just about moving. There are
people, memories and experiences behind every journey. 

Looking back, one of the biggest things we learnt is that transport is
actually everywhere in History. It can be a bus, a lift, a ferry, a railway or an
airport. But behind each one are people and their stories. Sometimes, we
just have to look a little closer to find them. 

We are especially proud that we got to share this whole experience with
Mr Desmond Lee at the Redesigning Pedagogy International Conference,
where only two schools were selected to showcase their work. It was quite
special for us because we were not only sharing our final newsletter. We
were also sharing how our thinking changed along the way and how we
learnt to look at something as ordinary as transport in a very different way. 

“Transport is more than moving people and places. It is about the people,
connections and stories that happen along the way.”

Gil (2nd from Left, on behalf of the group) 
presented to Mr Desmond Lee, under 
the guidance of Mr Melvin Chan (right)
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We wanted to explore how public transportation has shaped
Singapore's development by creating an interactive visual novel that
takes readers on an extraordinary journey through time!   The story
begins in modern-day Bukit Panjang when an LRT disruption and a
passing storm transport the protagonist, Jayden, back to 1905. As
grey mist sweeps him across key historical eras, Jayden experiences
the gritty realities of early transport—from barefoot coolies carrying
kandis, bullock carts, and early steam locomotives to bicycle-bound
Japanese troops during WWII at the historic Ford Factory. He
witnesses the chaotic, strike-plagued private bus lines of the 1950s,
the government centralization under Singapore Bus Services (SBS),
the rollout of "Molly" the mobile library bus, and the dangerous
engineering triumphs behind Singapore's first MRT system in the
1980s. After a glimpse into a future powered by autonomous AI
buses, Jayden snaps back to the present with a deep appreciation for
how generations of innovation continue to keep our island moving
forward.   

Journey to the Past: Exploring
Singapore’s Transport Networks  

Sanjoy, Varnith, Zhi Xin, Zion
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Working on the Singapore Times was a multidisciplinary effort that
involved working with our schoolmates from different classes, with each
of us bringing our own strengths and ideas. As a group, we would
describe Singapore Times as complex yet rewarding. It pushed us out of
our comfort zones because we had to work with people we were not
familiar with. However, meeting new people also brought fresh ideas and
different perspectives that helped improve our project. Furthermore,
listening to one another was important in making our product better.
This meant accepting feedback and making improvements. We also
learnt that not everyone would have the same opinions, so we had to
compromise and find a middle ground to move forward together.
Ultimately, our success depended on how well we communicated,
worked together and supported one another. Through this experience,
we learnt that teamwork is not just about sharing ideas, but also about
listening and working together to achieve a common goal. Doesn't this
sound like Singapore's transport system, where different modes of
transport have to work together to get people to their destinations?
Just like our team, isn't the key to success finding a way to work
together so that everyone can move forward smoothly?



More Than a Commute:
People X Transport X Sustainability

Presenting our Singapore Times newsletter to external educators
allowed us to reflect on how transport connects sustainability,
technology and people’s daily lives. Through Dr Desmond Tay’s
Expert Sharing, our group learnt that transport is not only about
mobility, but also supports economic activities while creating
environmental challenges. Learning about the historical shift from
electric vehicles to petrol-powered transport and back to EVs
showed us how technology adapts to changing societal and
environmental needs. Working together as a group also taught us
the importance of listening to different perspectives and building
on ideas collaboratively. This experience broadened our
geographical understanding and strengthened our confidence in
communicating geographical ideas.

We examine how commuting on MRT lines,
buses, and park connectors does far more
than physically move people across the
island—it actively builds a "sense of place"
and emotional attachment to Singapore's
neighborhoods. We trace the evolution of
travel from early horse carriages and
rickshaws through the 1980s MRT
revolution to today's push for cleaner
electric vehicles under the Singapore
Green Plan 2030. By analyzing how
familiar landmarks, green spaces, and
shared emotional "vibes" strengthen our
collective identity, our project highlights
both the technological evolution and the
human element of sustainable mobility,
leaving readers with a profound
realization that every journey leaves
lasting memories. 

Gagan, Maximus, Michael
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Through the Singapore Times Humanities project, we noticed how
Humanities combines different perspectives to understand issues more
deeply. Our group researched, discussed ideas, participated in
professional sharings and went on the Learning Journey before creating
our final product. These experiences gave us new ideas which we adapted
into our project. Listening to each others also helped us consider
perspectives each of us had not thought about, especially when we had
different opinions. We enjoyed working together as we built on one
another’s ideas and overcame obstacles. Most importantly, we learnt to
listen, respect different views and adapt our individual ideas, which we will
apply in future projects. 
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Stay Aware, Show You Care: 
The Public Transport Edition

Through the Young Tembusu Programme, we attended four days of
Knowledge Building workshops, where we learnt how to explore topics in
greater depth, ask meaningful questions and identify the main focus of our
project. These skills helped us develop our Singapore Times project by
narrowing our focus from transport in general to safety on public
transport. We began to look beyond safety rules and consider how people's
behaviour, attitudes and actions can affect the safety of others. This helped
us understand that public transport is not just a way for people to get from
one place to another, but also a shared space where people from different
backgrounds come together. Through our presentation, we learnt that
safety on public transport involves more than just following rules. We
realised that safety is a shared responsibility between transport operators
and passengers. While transport operators should provide safe facilities
and clear instructions, passengers should also play their part by behaving
responsibly and helping those in need. Furthermore, keeping public
transport clean and treating others with respect can make the journey more
comfortable and welcoming. Through this project, we learnt that a safe
public transport system depends not only on good facilities and rules, but
also on how people treat one another. Ultimately, we learnt that even small
actions can make a difference. If everyone is more aware of their
surroundings and considerate of others, how can we work together to make
every journey in Singapore safer and more pleasant for all?

Aishah, Isabella, Marie
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The project dives into the real-world safety challenges commuters face—
from theft, harassment, and outrage of modesty to verbal aggression
and the abuse of public transport workers. By analyzing Public Transport
Council survey data and existing safeguards like CCTV surveillance,
emergency buttons, and police patrols, the project highlights both
systemic security measures and active commuter responsibility.
Ultimately, it empowers commuters to step up as look-outs, reporters,
encouragers, and carers to foster a safer, more vigilant, and supportive
transit environment for everyone.
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More than just a Ride
Our Minds on the Move 

The Hidden Psychology Behind Transportation
Jezebel, Li Lin, Ruo Xi
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Through the Singapore Times project, our group explored the psychology
behind transportation in Singapore, focusing on how MRTs, LRTs and
buses affect people's feelings and behaviour. Our interest in psychology
started when we listened to the sharing on identity and emotions,
which made us curious about how people's thoughts and feelings affect
their daily experiences. This led us to explore how passengers react to
different situations when using public transport.

We learnt that crowded trains and delays can make passengers feel
stressed and frustrated. We also learnt about psychological concepts
such as Prospect Theory and Expectation-Confirmation Theory.
Prospect Theory explains why people may feel more upset about losing
time due to delays than happy about saving time when their journey is
faster than expected. Expectation-Confirmation Theory explains how
passengers feel satisfied when their journeys meet their expectations,
but disappointed when things do not go as planned.

The group project, expert sharing, learning journey and workshops
helped us develop our ideas and understand different points of view.
Sometimes, we had different ideas about what to focus on. Instead of
rejecting one another's suggestions, we noticed that we listened and
built on each other's ideas to create a final product that represented our
group.

We enjoyed researching a topic that was related to our daily lives. This
project helped us understand how people's thoughts, feelings and
expectations can affect their travelling experiences. It also taught us the
importance of teamwork, communication and being open-minded, which
we can apply to future projects.

Ultimately, we learnt that psychology is part of our everyday lives, even
during a simple journey on public transport, as it helps us understand
why people think, feel and behave differently in the same situation.
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The Sweet Spot: 
Affordable Rides, Sustainable Returns

The project dives into how SBS Transit manages its vast
network while navigating S$1.45 billion in annual operating
expenses. By analyzing financial trends from 2023 to 2025, our
research highlights staff costs, fuel and electricity, and vehicle
maintenance as the primary expense drivers. It further
evaluates three key cost-management initiatives driving the
company's success: AI-powered predictive maintenance that
prevented over 500 bus breakdowns, renewable energy efforts
like rooftop solar panels and train regenerative braking, and on-
site staff accommodation at the Sengkang West Bus Depot to
improve workforce retention.

Ayanna, Katelynn, Zac
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My group and I decided to focus on how SBS Transit makes profits while
keeping public transport affordable, as some of us had a background in
Principles of Accounts and were interested in exploring how a real
company manages its finances. We wanted to apply what we had learnt in
class to understand how SBS Transit balances affordable fares with the
need to earn enough money to cover its costs. However, we faced
challenges when analysing SBS Transit's financial records and data, as it
was difficult to understand the figures and identify how they affected the
company's profitability. Through the Knowledge Building process, we
shared our ideas, asked questions and built on one another's
understanding to develop a clearer picture of how SBS Transit manages its
finances. We also connected our ideas with other groups and worked
together to create a newsletter explaining how SBS Transit remains
financially viable. At times, it was challenging to agree on how to approach
our analysis, but we learnt to listen to different perspectives and improve
our ideas through discussion. Looking back, it was fulfilling to see how our
initial ideas had developed into a finished product. Through this
experience, we learnt that teamwork requires patience, communication
and a willingness to listen to others. More importantly, we realised that
keeping rides affordable while earning enough to cover costs is not easy,
as SBS Transit needs to balance the needs of commuters with its financial
goals. This links back to our title, “Affordable Rides, Sustainable Returns,”
as a successful transport system must make journeys affordable for the
public while remaining financially sustainable in the long run. In future
projects, I hope to communicate better, share my ideas more confidently
and work more effectively with my teammates.
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From Red to Green: 
The Profitability Glow-Up

Dylan, Ming Han, Noel
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Singapore Times gave us a chance to learn beyond our usual lessons by
exploring real-world issues using different subjects, such as Social
Studies and Principles of Accounts. After brainstorming, my group
chose the topic “Why Was Grab Losing Money, and How Is It Making a
Profit Now?” We wanted to understand how Grab improved its financial
performance and what changes helped it become more profitable.

One useful part of the project was the AI training by Mr Melvin and Mr
Andy. We learnt that we should first research the topic and develop our
own ideas before using AI. This helps us think independently instead of
relying on AI for answers. We also learnt to use AI as a feedback
companion to identify gaps in our first draft and suggest questions to
improve our analysis. For example, AI could prompt us to explore how
Grab reduced its costs and whether its business strategies could remain
successful. These questions encouraged us to research further and
think more deeply. However, we also learnt to check AI's suggestions
instead of accepting everything it says.

Overall, this project taught us how to use AI responsibly to improve our
research rather than replace our own thinking. It also helped us develop
our analytical skills and become more confident in sharing ideas. From a
business perspective, we learnt that transport companies like Grab
need to balance affordable rides with earning enough profit to cover
their costs. This helped us understand that a successful transport
business must meet customers' needs while remaining financially
sustainable in the long run.
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UNBOXING
EXPERIENCES
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Humanities education comes alive when learning extends beyond the
four walls of a classroom. In Singapore Unboxed, the section Unboxing
Experiences captures the pivotal shift from passive consumption of
textbook facts to active, real-world exploration. Through immersive
learning journeys to key sites such as SMRT’s Gali Batu Depot and the
MOE Heritage Centre, students step directly into the physical spaces
where history, geography, and public policy intersect. 

Learning is not merely a cognitive exercise. It is a sensory, emotional, and
reflective process. Through hands-on experiential learning, students
transition from reading about Singapore’s development to feeling its
scale and complexity. Standing inside SMRT’s Gali Batu Depot
surrounded by massive rail maintenance systems or exploring vintage
classroom exhibits at the MOE Heritage Centre allows abstract concepts
to take on concrete form.

These encounters provide the emotional "spark" that fuels deeper
curiosity. When students see the intricate engineering required to keep a
city moving or touch replicas of past campaign artifacts, they begin to ask
deeper, more meaningful questions: How do these systems function
under pressure? Whose choices shaped these policies? What does it feel
like to live through these transformations? 

Authenticity lies at the heart of meaningful inquiry. By engaging with
authentic environments, real-world data, and live operational
frameworks, students recognize that the Humanities are not confined to
historical archives or exam syllabi. They are living forces shaping daily
life. This authentic alignment instills a sense of ownership and agency.
Students realize their investigations carry real-world relevance,
transforming them from passive students into active curators,
geographers, and historians.

At A Glance: Grounding Inquiry
in Real Encounters



A central pillar of Knowledge Building in Singapore Unboxed is redefining
how students interact with "authoritative sources". In traditional learning,
authoritative sources such as government documents, official statistics,
historical posters, and expert talks are often treated as final,
unchallengeable truths to be memorized

In Unboxing Experiences, students learn to use authoritative sources
constructively:

Sources as Inquiry Launchpads: Official campaign materials, archival
photographs, and depot technical specifications are treated not as the
end of a story, but as the beginning of a question.

Testing and Building Perspectives: Students cross-examine official
narratives against primary oral histories, personal reflections, and peer
discussions on Knowledge Forum.

Dialoguing with Expertise: When engaging with industry experts or
heritage curators, students do not just absorb information. They use
expert insights to test their own hypotheses, refine their prototypes, and
reconstruct nuanced understandings of Singapore’s journey. 

Rather than accepting History, Geography and Social Studies as static sets
of pre-packaged facts, students learn that authoritative sources are
constructed by people making deliberate choices about framing, evidence,
and perspective. 

“Learning becomes truly meaningful when students step out into the real
world, engage with authentic sources not as rigid answers, but as living
partners in dialogue, and construct knowledge that belongs to them.”
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The SG Times: 
Visiting SMRT’s Gali Batu Depot!

As part of their research journey for Singapore Times, teachers
and students visited the SMRT Gali Batu Train Depot for a behind-
the-scenes look at the systems that keep Singapore’s rail network
moving safely and reliably each day. The visit gave the everyone
team a valuable real-world perspective on transport beyond the
commuter experience. Here’s what Ms Alvina Lim, one of the
teachers who accompanied our students to the depot, had to say:

The learning journey to Gali Batu Depot has reshaped my
perspective as a teacher, particularly in how I can guide
students to uncover the geography behind everyday spaces
and systems. Through the strategy of noticing, I have come to
appreciate how something as familiar as taking the MRT
involves complex geographical considerations, such as human-
environment interactions, land use, and sustainability. Moving
forward, I hope to guide students to view their everyday
environments through a more curious pair of ‘geographical
glasses’. Similar to how prescription glasses sharpen our vision,
these geographical lenses can enable students to look beyond
the surface and uncover the intricate relationships between
people, places, and the environment, thus developing a deeper
geographical understanding and a more informed perspective
of the world around them.
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Let’s hear more from CCKSians on their experiences to SMRT
Depot 🙂 

Visiting the SMRT depot was a really interesting
experience for us! We learnt how much testing
and checking goes on behind the scenes to keep
trains safe and running smoothly. It reminded us
that ideas need to be tested and supported by
evidence. This also helped us when creating our
newsletter, as we learnt to question our ideas,
check our research and make sure our findings
were accurate before sharing them with others.

SS Students’ Team 

Our visit to the SMRT depot helped us rethink
transport and realise that keeping Singapore
moving takes more than just trains and tracks. Many
people, from transport operators to engineers, play
important roles in making our journeys safe and
smooth. This inspired us to explore different
players in Singapore’s transport story, including
our national leaders, transport operators and
police force, and how they work together to keep
Singapore moving.

History Students’
Team
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Visiting the SMRT depot got us thinking about
the business side of transport! We realised
that keeping trains running isn’t just about
having trains and tracks, but also investing in
technology, maintenance and people. It made
us appreciate how much effort and money
goes on behind the scenes to keep Singapore
moving every day! We also learnt some cost
saving strategies by SMRT in making public
transport more affordable for commuters.

Our visit to the SMRT depot helped us see
transport from both geographical and
technological perspectives. We learnt how
transport networks connect different places in
Singapore and how technology helps trains run
safely and efficiently. This made us think about
how better transport planning and new
technologies can improve connectivity and make
daily journeys more convenient for everyone.

Business Students’ Team

Geography
Students’ Team
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Heritage Curatorship:
Learning Journey to the 

MOE Heritage Centre 

Our learning journey to MOEHC with Ms

Wong was actually pretty interesting! We

got to explore how education in Singapore

has changed over the years, and the

“Seeds of Change” exhibition showed us

how national campaigns influenced youths

back then. The biggest takeaway for us was

that curatorship doesn’t have to be

boring! We can make history more

relatable by presenting it creatively, like

turning our exhibition into a school

canteen to showcase campaigns on

healthy eating, food and school life.

Our learning journey to MOEHC helped us

understand the heart and art of curatorship.

We realised that good curation starts with

strong content, and the more perspectives

we gather, the richer our story becomes.

Creativity is not something we are simply

born with; we can develop it by borrowing

ideas and skills from different subjects. It is

not just about making our displays look

attractive, but also about finding fresh and

meaningful ways to present the same

content so that others can see it differently.

You can read more about some of our experiences under the Unboxing Mobilisation Reflection :) 



UNBOXING
TOMORROW
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Shaped by History

Shapers of History

CCKSS History Team
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SG Unboxed 
Our Joint Presentation @ 

KBNLC (Singapore) 

On 14 August 2026, selected Secondary 2 and 3 CCKSians from SG Unboxed had the valuable opportunity to
present their SG Unboxed products and share their learning experiences with the KBNLC (SG) community.
They presented to an audience of about 50 educators, including teachers, principals, specialists and
professors.

Our CCKSians received numerous affirmations for their ability to make meaningful connections between
transport and other disciplines, including psychology, identity, emotions and business management. They also
demonstrated adaptability by responding thoughtfully to questions, engaging with different perspectives and
building on participants’ ideas. Most importantly, they showed strong epistemic confidence in explaining their
thinking, supporting their ideas and sharing what they had learnt.

This experience reflects CCKSians’ growth as confident, creative and critical thinkers who are willing to explore
new ideas and learn from others. Well done, CCKSians, for proudly representing our school and showing how
learning can go beyond the classroom!



86

SG Unboxed 
Our Joint Presentation @ 

Redesigning Pedagogy International
Conference 2026

On 1 June 2026, three of our CCKSians from SG Unboxed had the incredible opportunity to share their learning
experiences at the Redesigning Pedagogy International Conference 2026, alongside more than 1,000 educators from
around the world!

Our students shared their SG Unboxed journey, highlighting how they developed their ideas, overcame challenges and
grew as independent and confident learners. They also presented their experiences with AI-CRAFT, sharing how they
learnt to use AI thoughtfully to strengthen their research, identify gaps in their ideas and deepen their analysis, rather
than simply relying on AI for answers.

A particularly memorable highlight was the opportunity to share their learning experiences and AI-CRAFT with Mr
Desmond Lee, our Minister for Education. What an honour! This was a meaningful milestone for our CCKSians, as they
shared their voices and learning with a wider community of educators and learners.

Beyond presenting their work, our students demonstrated the importance of curiosity, critical thinking, creativity and
confidence in learning. Their participation showed how students can take ownership of their learning, connect ideas
across different subjects and contribute meaningfully to conversations about the future of education.

We are incredibly proud of our three CCKSians for stepping up to this international platform and representing our
school with enthusiasm and confidence. This experience is a reminder that learning goes beyond the classroom, and
that our students have valuable ideas and experiences to share with the world. Well done! 🎉
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Stay Tuned for 2027 SG Unboxed 
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Unboxing Tomorrow: What If…?

Sometimes, we wonder what Singapore will look
like when we grow up. Will we travel in flying
cars? Will our neighbourhoods be greener? Will
everyone still feel that Singapore is home? We
hope that even as Singapore changes, we never
lose the kampung spirit that brings us together.
Looking at old campaign posters and imagining
the future of transport made us realise that
small ideas can lead to big changes. We may not
have all the answers now, but that’s okay! When
we share ideas, challenge each other and build
on what others say, we start seeing things
differently. Maybe we don’t need to know
exactly what tomorrow looks like. We just need
to start building the Singapore we want to live
in.

Unboxing Tomorrow: The Stories We Carry

When we think about tomorrow’s Singapore, we think that we will often imagine
flying cars, smart cities and new technology [like what we learnt about
Shenzhen]. But maybe tomorrow isn’t that different after all. The same hawker
uncle and auntie serving us our favourite chicken rice, the same familiar MRT
and also our LRT journeys [since we are located near Teck Whye LRT], and the
stories our grandparents tell us may still be what makes Singapore feel like
home. Through Singapore Unboxed, we learnt that even ordinary things hold
stories worth discovering. What if we started listening more closely to the
people around us? Every voice holds a memory, every memory connects us to
someone else, and every story becomes part of who we are. As Mr Melvin
always reminds us, we are Citizen Historians: Capturing the Voices, Connecting
the Stories, Creating our Identity. Perhaps unboxing tomorrow begins with
understanding yesterday—and noticing the stories unfolding around us today.

AI can help us imagine
Singapore’s future, but
it cannot decide what
kind of Singapore we
want to live in. That

choice belongs to us.
Through AI-CRAFT, we
learn to question AI’s

suggestions, challenge
assumptions, share

perspectives and
improve our ideas. We

don’t let AI think for us;
we use it to think

better. AI may offer
possibilities, but we

decide what matters.
Tomorrow’s Singapore

is not shaped by
technology alone, but

by the people we
choose to become.

Unboxing Tomorrow: 
Our Choices, Our Future

OUR THOUGHTS & IDEAS



Beyond
the Vines
by Dr Teo Chew Lee 
Deput y Director, CRPP (NIE)

I struggled with learning when I was younger. Now, as an education
researcher, I can better understand some of the difficulties I faced.
When I encountered an unfamiliar physics problem and began to
reason through it, more questions often crowded into my mind. I
would even wonder whether the question itself was flawed. I knew
enough to begin, but not enough to make sense of it all.  I have come
to see that learning is more than writing model answers in an
examination. 

Learning begins with curiosity: asking questions about our
environment, looking at an issue from different angles and seeking
opportunities to contribute and to understanding the issues more
deeply, even when the answer does not come easily, or the answers
are not the most convenient to me.

Idea improvement does not come naturally, as it takes hard work to
develop a good idea, to put forth an idea that can bring good to
people. I need to read more, think harder. I need to share it, listen
carefully to others, probe more deeply and spend more time looking
for and testing the connections. I may fail many times before it gets a
break. Tough,  but we are not alone in this; we improve ideas with
friends, family and experts who challenge and strengthen our
thinking. 
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To me, this is the spirit of Unboxing Tomorrow: Beyond the Vines.
Whether the students are exploring Singapore’s national campaigns or
uncovering the stories behind our transport networks, they are doing
more than learning about the past and present. They are asking
questions, making connections and putting in effort to discover things
they might not have considered before.

Through Knowledge Building, CCKSians learn that an idea does not
need to be perfect from the start. I am impressed to see CCKSians
speak confidently with local and international teachers and principals,
and with the Minister for Education. It is wonderful to see them
engaging with people beyond their classrooms. They show that young
people have meaningful contributions to make today. They do not
have to wait until they are older to ask important questions or take part
in conversations about the Singapore they want to see.

On the front of AI, teachers have done well to design meaningful use of
AI. As one CCKSSian put it simply: “We don’t let AI think for us; we use
it to think better.” That captures an important part of Knowledge
Building. As technology changes quickly, students need to remain
responsible for their own thinking and learning. AI may help them
explore an idea or consider new possibilities, but students must remain
the active learner and thinker.

I am also heartened to see CCKSians becoming Citizen Historians and
active community curators through their partnership with the MOE
Heritage Centre. By listening to people’s stories, considering the past
from different perspectives and sharing what they discover, they learn
that history is not only about what happened long ago. It is also about
the people around us, the stories we choose to remember and what
those stories mean today. Through their work, they help keep
Singapore’s heritage alive and give others new ways to connect with it.
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All of this gives me hope for the future. We often talk about smart cities,
new technologies and what AI will make possible. These things matter.
But Singapore’s future will also depend on young people who think
deeply and creatively, take responsibility for their choices and
contribute to society with kindness. It will depend on people who are
thoughtful, caring and willing to work together.

I am encouraged by what I have seen CCKSians do, and excited by what
they may create. We may not know exactly what tomorrow will look like,
but we can give young people the space to ask questions, explore ideas
and learn from attempts that do not work as planned. Perhaps that is
what it means to unbox tomorrow: we can appreciate what came
before us and meet the future with courage.
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	Foreword
	by Mr Timothy Cheng
	Principal, CCKSS
	Where Ideas Grow and Learning Comes Alive
	One of the greatest joys in education is witnessing the moment when a CCKSian moves beyond accepting what is known and begins to question, imagine and create something new. These moments remind me why learning matters: not simply for what our CCKSians know, but for who they are becoming and what they may one day contribute to society. This belief is at the heart of our Humanities Department, where every individual is valuable, every idea is improvable, and every inquiry is do-able. Singapore Unboxed, comprising our Secondary 2 Heritage Curatorship Programme and Secondary 3 The Singapore Times, brings these beliefs to life in wonderful and meaningful ways.
	Through these programmes, our CCKSians discover that history is more than a record of the past and that transport is more than a means of getting from one place to another. They uncover the stories, aspirations and experiences behind Singapore’s national campaigns, while exploring how transport connects people, places, identities and communities. What begins as a question becomes an investigation; what begins as an idea grows through discussion, feedback and reflection into something richer and more meaningful. I am especially proud to see our CCKSians take ownership of their learning, listen to different perspectives and express their ideas with creativity and conviction.



	Foreword
	by Ms WONG LEE MIN
	CENTRE DIRECTOR, MOEHC
	More often than not, when I mention History as a school subject in daily conversations, I hear responses like, “Argh, I can’t memorise all the dates and facts!” It is unfortunate that History is sometimes perceived as a vast collection of minute details that make readers lose the plot. Practitioners of History — teachers, academics and exhibition curators, among others — know otherwise. History is dynamic, open to the (re)discovery and reinterpretation of sources, and multifaceted ways of presentation, all while remaining anchored in rigorous research and reasoning.
	The Secondary 2 Heritage Curatorship Programme, a collaboration between CCKSS, Knowledge Building Singapore Community (KBS) and the MOE Heritage Centre (MOEHC), sought to deepen students’ historical understanding by guiding them as practitioners of History. Rather than receiving historical accounts passively, students learn that History is an ongoing process of inquiry and interpretation, with real-world implications and wide-ranging possibilities for presentation. The programme brought together complementary expertise: CCKSS and KBS contributed their pedagogical strengths, while MOEHC introduced students to curatorship as a form of public history, encouraging them to communicate historical understanding beyond the familiar pen-and-paper format.



	MOE HC’s participation in the collaboration took shape last year, following our SG60 commemorative exhibition —Seeds of Change: School Campaigns from the 1950s till the Present. Featuring campaigns on health and wellness, cleaning and greening, and habits and values, the exhibition explored how teachers and education partners have shaped students’ lives through these movements. From early milk-drinking, toothbrushing and road safety campaigns to contemporary cyber and mental wellness initiatives, the exhibition traced the evolution of school campaigns alongside Singapore’s nation-building journey. These campaigns reveal how schools have helped shape the nation’s social fabric through shared experiences, values and beliefs. The exhibition thus offered a meaningful starting point for Secondary 2 Historical Investigation and the development of our collaborative curatorship programme.
	What is the value of learning exhibition curation? After all, not everyone will continue with the study of History, much less practise as a curator. Exhibition curation stretches our students’ thinking, as they learn to evaluate exhibitions critically, ideate creatively, and then create something that prompts viewers to engage with, examine and explore. It also brings object-based learning full circle. Object-based learning invites students to examine and question artefacts to develop historical understanding. In curating an exhibition, students work in the opposite direction, drawing on their historical understanding to communicate through objects/exhibits. The two approaches reinforce each other, strengthening students’ historical reasoning.
	During the programme, I had the pleasure of observing Secondary 2 History lessons at CCKSS and introducing students to curatorship through a tour of MOEHC. I witnessed their historical thinking and understanding deepen over time. At the start of their investigations into national campaigns, some students were misled by AI-generated hallucinations into believing that certain campaigns had existed.
	Foreword
	by MR ANDY NG
	TEACHING FELLOW, NIE-NTU
	Ever watched an unboxing video?
	There is a box sitting on a table. Everyone already knows roughly what is inside. After all, it is usually written on the box. The lid comes off. Things are taken out and examined from different angles. The content creator spots something and reacts with unbridled excitement at a new discovery. Perhaps there is something rather educational about unboxing.
	Singapore Unboxed begins with a similar proposition: What happens when we take something familiar and look at it again? For the CCKSians, the “box” is Singapore itself. Inside are things we encounter without giving them a second thought: an MRT journey, a bustling interchange, or the everyday decisions that shape how we move through our city.
	Through The Singapore Times, students are invited to look beyond these familiar experiences and discover what they might reveal. Transport, for instance, may seem like a straightforward matter of getting from one place to another. Yet, look a little closer, and questions begin to emerge. How do we make transport accessible to different communities? What makes a transport system sustainable? How does the way we move shape our identities, relationships and experiences of the city? What begins as an everyday observation can open up a much larger inquiry.


	As you turn these pages, you will encounter CCKSians approaching such questions from different perspectives, drawing connections between ideas and discovering possibilities they might not have considered before. They learn to look beyond the boundaries of individual subjects, recognising that the same issue can be understood in different ways depending on the questions we ask and the perspectives we bring.

	This is what makes the Humanities such fertile ground for inquiry. The world rarely presents itself in neat disciplinary boxes. Its questions are interconnected, complex and open to interpretation. Making sense of them requires us to consider different viewpoints, examine our assumptions and remain open to ideas that challenge what we already know.
	Knowledge Building (KB) empowers students to do just that. Rather than simply receiving knowledge, students become active contributors to its advancement. They listen to one another, bring different perspectives into dialogue and build on ideas through questioning and collective effort. Importantly, ideas are treated as improvable. An initial observation is not the end of an inquiry, but the beginning of something that can be examined, challenged and developed further. Through this process, students exercise epistemic agency: taking responsibility for the questions they pursue, the directions their inquiries take and the ways their understanding develops. They learn that progress does not always come from finding an immediate answer, but from asking better questions and working together to arrive at deeper insights.
	About Us - CCKSS
	Chua Chu Kang Secondary School and Teck Whye Secondary School merged in 2023 to become a new school – Chua Chu Kang Secondary (德惠中学). Building upon the strengths of both schools in the areas of uniformed groups, sports, performing arts, Applied Learning Programmes (Robotics & Automation, Sustainable Urban Design) and Learning For Life Programme (LLP), the new school has been providing a great variety of rich learning experiences for its students. Becoming one family also offers opportunities for teachers in both schools to synergise their best practices, design lessons even more innovatively and enhance students’ learning further. With this robust synergy, Chua Chu Kang Secondary School (德惠中学) looks to grow from strength to strength as students experience the best of both worlds from an upsized learning experience!
	To read more about the history of the former Chua Chu Kang Secondary School and former Teck Whye Secondary School, please access the following QR codes:
	Chua Chu Kang Secondary School
	Teck Whye Secondary School

	CCKSS Humanities
	At the heart of our Humanities Department is a simple belief: Every Individual is Valuable. Every Idea is Improvable. Every Inquiry is Do-able. These beliefs shape how we design learning experiences for our students — where learning is not simply about receiving knowledge, but about questioning, connecting, creating and building knowledge together.
	This reflects our school’s mission of creating “A Positive Environment that Empowers CCKSians to Thrive and Contribute”, and our vision of developing CCKSians with Future-ready Mindsets and Empathetic Hearts who Act Responsibly. In Humanities, we seek to bring these aspirations to life by creating spaces where our CCKSians have the agency to explore ideas, the confidence to contribute their perspectives, and the openness to learn from others.
	In recent years, we have intentionally designed and implemented AI-CRAFT — Content, Response, AI & Peers feedback, Fusion and reflecT — into our CCKSians’ learning experiences. AI-CRAFT brings together Inquiry-Based Learning, Knowledge Building principles and dispositions, and E21CC literacies such as critical, inventive and adaptive thinking. Within our school, this is brought to life through “Let’s Hear Out! Let’s Build On! Let’s Rise Above!” CCKSians first make their thinking visible, listen to different perspectives, build on and improve ideas, and eventually rise above their initial thinking to create something new.

	This shapes our vision for Humanities: CCKSians as Content Creators, Creative Contributors and Community Curators. The Secondary 2 Heritage Curatorship Programme and Secondary 3 The Singapore Times, featured in the pages that follow, are manifestations of this vision. They show what can happen when our CCKSians are given the space, structures and trust to inquire deeply, work across perspectives and create knowledge that has meaning beyond the classroom.
	Ultimately, we hope our CCKSians leave us not simply knowing more about the Humanities, but seeing themselves as adaptable learners with agency, compassionate individuals who value the perspectives of others, and ethical citizens who contribute responsibly to their communities. In doing so, Humanities becomes more than the study of people, places and the past. It becomes preparation for how our CCKSians might understand, participate in and contribute meaningfully to the world they will inherit — future-ready in mindset, empathetic at heart and responsible in action.
	Knowledge Building:
	Unboxing Singapore
	A campaign poster to ‘Keep Singapore Clean’. A crowded morning train. A transport map. A family story about language.
	At first glance, these may seem like ordinary fragments of Singapore life. Yet, when students place them alongside one another, compare perspectives and pursue the questions that emerge, they become evidence of how a society has changed, how it has communicated its values, and how young people have experienced those changes.
	That process lies at the heart of Singapore Unboxed.
	This publication brings together two learning experiences that invited students to investigate Singapore from different starting points. Our Secondary 2 students turned their attention to national campaigns from the 1950s to the 1990s, asking how these campaigns shaped the lives of students. Our Secondary 3 students explored transport through the Singapore Times project, drawing on History, Geography, Literature and Business Studies to examine how people, places, systems and stories are connected through movement.
	The projects differ in their themes and products, but both begin with a simple proposition that familiar things deserve to be questioned.
	Beyond Facts and Easy Answers
	Knowledge Building does not treat learning as the private accumulation of information. Instead, it turns the classroom into a community in which ideas are made public, examined, challenged and improved.

	The aim is not for every student to arrive immediately at the same answer. It is for students to raise worthwhile questions, bring evidence into discussion, notice gaps in their explanations and build on what others have contributed. A tentative idea can become stronger after a classmate offers another source, a different interpretation or an experience that complicates what seemed obvious at first.
	That was particularly important in the Secondary 2 Historical Investigation (Heritage Curatorship Program). National campaigns are often remembered through their slogans, posters and public messages. However, the students’ research asked them to look beyond these visible features. What concerns did a campaign seek to address? Why did its message matter at that point in Singapore’s development? How did young people encounter the campaign in school, at home or in public spaces? Did the message influence behaviour in ways its organisers had intended?
	A campaign about cleanliness, for instance, could be read as a message about littering. It could also be understood as part of a larger conversation about public health, shared responsibility, national image and the use of common spaces. A language campaign could invite reflection on communication, culture, family relationships and identity. By examining evidence and listening to family memories, students began to see that history is often carried not only in official records, but also in habits, recollections and personal encounters.

	Transport as More Than Just Travel
	The Secondary 3 Singapore Times project approached Singapore through another familiar part of daily life: transport.
	For many students, a journey by bus or MRT is so routine that it barely seems worth noticing. Yet transport shapes the rhythm of school days, links neighbourhoods, influences where people live and work and changes the ways in which a city is imagined. It also carries emotions – anticipation before an outing, weariness after a long day, anxiety during a delay, or comfort in the familiar sights of a journey home.
	Each discipline brought a different question to the theme.
	History traced the development of transport systems and considered how earlier decisions have shaped the Singapore that commuters know today. Geography focused attention on connections, accessibility, land use and the organisation of urban space. Literature invited students to notice the human and emotional dimensions of travel: the voices, images, memories and small moments that a journey can contain.

	Business Studies and Accountancy added another layer. Transport systems do not run on movement alone. They require planning, investment, operating revenue, cost management and difficult decisions about the needs of commuters, businesses and the wider public. Through these subjects, students could see that everyday service is also shaped by economic realities.
	Placed together, these perspectives produced a fuller picture. Transport was no longer simply infrastructure. It became history in motion, geography made visible, an economic undertaking and a source of personal narrative.

	A Community of Inquiry
	Neither project depended on students working alone. Research became more meaningful when ideas travelled between people.
	For our Secondary 2 historians, interviews and family conversations allowed students to encounter memories that could not be found in a textbook. A grandparent’s recollection of a school campaign, a parent’s account of language use or a family member’s response to public messages could reveal how national initiatives entered personal life. These accounts did not merely add colour to the research but also encouraged students to consider whose experiences are preserved, whose voices may be less visible and why different people remember the same period differently.
	The Singapore Times project likewise benefited from a range of viewpoints. A student commuter, an elderly passenger, a transport worker, a parent travelling with children and a business operator may all experience the same transport system differently. Once students began to recognise these differing needs and perspectives, their initial ideas about convenience, accessibility and public services became more nuanced.
	Collaboration also shaped the creation of the final products. Students had to decide what evidence was most compelling, how to organise their findings, which perspective to foreground and how to communicate with an audience beyond their own class. In these moments, discussion was not an addition to learning. It was the work and process of learning itself.

	What Students Are Becoming
	The most significant outcome of these projects may not be any single article, artefact or exhibition panel but the habits of mind students are beginning to develop.
	They are becoming more willing to question what appears ordinary. They are learning to connect a public campaign to private memory, a transport system to an individual journey, and a historical source to a contemporary concern. They are also discovering that evidence does not speak on its own and must be interpreted carefully and considered alongside other evidence.
	Equally important is the disposition to listen. Singapore’s story contains many voices, and no one source or perspective can fully explain how people experience the nation. Through conversation, research and collaboration, students are beginning to appreciate both the value and the difficulty of understanding experiences beyond their own.

	UNBOXING MOBILISATION
	Heritage Curatorship Programme: From Historians to Curators of the Past

	This year, students investigated campaigns in Singapore from the 1950s to the 1990s. Through the AI-CRAFT Pedagogical Approach, students developed their historical understanding through cycles of content creation, response, AI and peer feedback, fusion and reflection. AI was positioned not as a substitute for historical thinking, but as one of several resources through which students could question, test, refine and strengthen their ideas. Students examined primary and secondary sources, considered different perspectives and investigated how campaigns shaped the experiences of people living in Singapore.
	Their learning was further extended through collaboration with their Music teachers, as students transformed their historical research into song lyrics. Through music, they explored the emotional and personal dimensions of the past, recognising that historical understanding can be expressed not only through text and interpretation, but also through creativity, art, music and emotion.
	Across the process, students exercised critical and inventive thinking as they made decisions about what to include, how to represent it and how to communicate it to others. Their final products therefore became more than presentations of research. They were acts of historical construction — thoughtfully curated interpretations of the past created for an audience.
	Through the Heritage Curatorship Programme, students move from learning History to creating with History, and ultimately to curating History. They emerge not only as young historians who can investigate the past, but as Content Creators, Creative Contributors and Community Curators who understand that heritage comes alive when knowledge is thoughtfully constructed, creatively expressed and meaningfully shared.
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	How this idea come about?  MOEHC uses TV to show teachers marching as part of their training in the past

	Our Accompanying Musical Creations
	Spotlights
	Combined Groups Writeup on
	Keep Singapore Clean Campaign (Pages 33-36)
	From Facts to Feelings: Experiencing the Keep Singapore Clean Campaign
	(L to R) Leo, Zhi Cheng, Najwan and Alex from 2D
	Doing this historical investigation changed the way our group sees History. At first, most of us thought our job was simply to find information and put it together. But we soon realized that everyone had different ideas and perspectives. By listening to one another, building on each other’s thoughts and sometimes changing our own ideas, we slowly shaped something that belonged to all of us. We also learnt that historical information does not have to be presented in just one way. Seeing the Seeds of Change exhibition at the MOE Heritage Centre, where a traditional classroom window was used to bring the information to life, made history feel more personal and memorable. It made us wonder, “Could we do something like this for our own investigation?”
	The oral history interviews gave us the answer. We expected the people we interviewed to mainly share facts about the 1968 Keep Singapore Clean Campaign, but what stayed with us were their feelings and memories. They helped us imagine what it was like to actually live through the campaign. That inspired us to make our own presentation more experiential. Instead of simply telling our teachers and participants about the campaign, we invited them to take on the role of Singaporeans helping to “clean” the dirty river. We wanted them to experience, even for a short while, what people at that time might have felt. Through this process, we also began to appreciate how much work goes into the History we read. Historians, and even our history teachers, have to make choices about whose voices to include, what to focus on and how to frame the story.
	If we could sum up what we learnt in one sentence, it would be:

	“History becomes meaningful when we can feel the people behind the story.”
	[Digital] Curators: Designing Museums and Uncovering History
	(L to R) Daania, Yunxuan, Jiyun, Annabel & Herlyn from 2C
	One thing my group and I really liked about Historical Investigation (Heritage Curatorship) was that we could create things both online and offline, just like what we usually do in our free time. We got to choose, arrange and connect different “artefacts” to tell the story we wanted our audience to hear. It was quite fun being the designers of our own museums. We even had to use some of our art skills! This made History feel more exciting because we were not just reading about the past. We were actually creating something.
	Our visit to the MOE Heritage Centre also gave us some cool ideas for our own exhibition. Looking at the displays and captions made us realise that it is not enough to just put information together. We have to think about what information to show, how to arrange it and how to make sure people can follow the story. We also started thinking about how things happening outside Singapore could affect what happened here, and why different national campaigns were introduced from the 1950s to the 1980s.
	But HI was not always easy. Sometimes all of us had really good ideas, so the difficult part was deciding which ideas to use or how to combine them. We also realised that checking if our research was actually correct was harder than we thought. It was not just about finding another source that says the same thing. We had to ask where the information came from, whether the source was trustworthy, and why different sources might tell the story differently. This made us realise that being a historian is not just about finding information. There is actually a lot of thinking behind how we understand and share History.
	After this whole experience, we think History is like a jigsaw puzzle. Each source, artefact and person gives us a different piece. Some pieces may not fit at first, and sometimes we may even realise that we are missing a piece. We have to look carefully, ask questions and decide how the pieces fit together to understand the bigger picture.

	“History is like a jigsaw puzzle —
	every piece tells part of the story, but we have to put the pieces together.”
	Beyond the Unconventional: Uncovering the Snip Snip Campaign
	Can you imagine that you were being stopped at our SG checkpoint because of your hair? This was exactly what SG did in 1972 when she launched the Operation Snip Snip—aimed at discouraging long hair on men to curb a growing subculture !
	(L to R) Cayvier, Auni, Jing Xuan, Sandra and Xin Ya from 2E
	Embarking on this historical investigation completely changed the way our group approached the subject. Right from the start, we agreed that we did not want to settle for a typical or common topic. Instead, we pushed ourselves to dig deeper and search for a lesser-known piece of history, which ultimately led us to discover the Snip Snip Campaign. Exploring different interactive exhibitions played a huge role in shaping our journey. Seeing how dynamic displays brought historical events to life inspired our group to brainstorm a wide variety of creative ideas before we finally settled on our chosen design.
	Bringing our vision to life required close teamwork as we collaborated to build our prototype. The process was hands-on and active; we even had to improvise on the spot for several parts, which made the experience all the more memorable and engaging. What made this project truly rewarding was the opportunity to dive into such a unique campaign. Without this project, none of us would have had the chance to learn about—or even know of—the Snip Snip Campaign. It showed us how much fascinating history remains hidden just beneath the surface.

	“History becomes truly exciting when we step off the beaten path to uncover hidden stories.”
	Shaping Families, Shaping a Nation: Unpacking the “Stop at 2” Campaign
	When our group got together to pick a topic, we immediately gravitated toward Singapore’s famous “Stop at 2” campaign. We were super curious to dive into Singapore’s past population policies and discover how these government decisions actually impacted everyday society. Visiting the MOE Heritage Centre gave us the perfect burst of inspiration! Seeing how Singapore’s history unfolded through real-life perspectives helped us figure out how to frame our own product. We wanted to go beyond just listing policy facts—we set out to clearly explain the purpose behind the campaign and capture its true historical significance.
	Bringing our project to life was such a fun, collaborative effort! From brainstorming initial concepts to dividing up the tasks, working alongside my group mates made the entire process so energetic. We constantly bounced ideas off each other and double-checked our work to make sure all our information was clear, engaging, and accurate. My absolute favorite part of this experience was learning how Singapore’s policies have shifted over time. It really showed us how history continues to shape the way we live today!

	“Understanding our past policies helps us truly appreciate how far our society has come.”
	From Classroom to Society: Reliving the 1979 Courtesy Campaign
	Historical investigation is more than just reading about the past—it is a hands-on process of gathering evidence, asking meaningful questions, and uncovering the real stories behind historical events. With this year’s focus on national campaigns, our group stumbled upon the Courtesy Campaign of 1979. The topic immediately struck a chord with us because we had all grown up with its modern counterpart, the Singapore Kindness Movement (SKM), during our primary school days. Having that personal connection made the history feel relatable and deeply relevant. Our visit to the MOE Heritage Centre Learning Journey sparked our creativity even further when our group leader noticed an interactive, blind-like display. Captivated by how engaging it was, we incorporated that exact display design into our own makeshift classroom showcase for the project.
	Bringing the final presentation to life was a seamless team effort. Some of my groupmates worked tirelessly to construct the detailed miniature classroom model, while others focused on compiling and writing down our historical findings. Our classmates were equally supportive, generously lending us crafting materials and inspiring us with their own creative exhibits. Looking back, what we enjoyed most about the research was discovering a deeper connection to our country. We realized that Singapore’s early development wasn't purely about academic results or economic profit; it was also about instilling positive lifelong values in citizens from a young age, extending all the way from the primary school classroom into the workplace.

	“True national progress is built not just on economic success, but on the values that unite us as a community.”
	Strengthening our Cultural Roots:
	The Speak Mandarin Campaign
	Working on the project with our teammates us allowed me to gain a deeper understanding of the "Speak Mandarin Campaign", such as on why campaigns such as the “Speak Chinese Campaign” were organised. Conducting research and finding reliable sources also helped us to learn many new things and develop a deeper understanding of the topic.
	It was a novel experience as none of us had ever presented a project in front of so many teachers before. Although we felt anxious initially, we gradually gained confidence as we started to share our findings and explained our project. This experience helped us overcome my nervousness and become more comfortable speaking in front of others.
	Despite being rigorous, we thoroughly enjoyed the process as it was a refreshing change. We also had the opportunity to step out of our comfort zone by collaborating with different people and exchanging ideas and perspectives through discussions on Knowledge Forum. This platform allowed us to share our ideas, exchange opinions and learn from one another. It helped us broaden our understanding and consider different perspectives.
	Overall, this project was a valuable and memorable experience that allowed us to develop communication, teamwork and critical thinking skills. We learned to step out of our own comfort zone and express ideas more confidently. In the future, we hope to improve on our presentation skills and become more comfortable speaking in front of a large audience. More importantly, it taught us that learning history goes beyond simply memorising facts, as it also involves interviewing, exploring different perspectives and learning from others.

	“Great historians don’t just study the past;
	they work together with heart to bring its stories to life.
	UNBOXING MOVEMENT
	At a Glance:
	Weaving Singapore’s Stories
	Building on the success of The History Times, CCKSS has evolved the programme into The Singapore Times, a signature Secondary 3 Humanities experience that brings together students across Principles of Accounts, Geography, Elements of Business Studies, History and Social Studies. While The History Times began as a platform for students to deepen historical understanding through inquiry, collaboration and Knowledge Building, The Singapore Times extends this pedagogical design across the Humanities, providing students with opportunities to explore a shared theme through multiple disciplinary lenses.
	The programme is structured around four dimensions: Let’s Connect! Let’s Comprehend! Let’s Conceptualize! Let’s Curate!
	Let’s Connect! brings approximately 30 students from different subject disciplines into mixed groups to build relationships, generate ideas and explore the possibilities of transport. Students are given the agency to design creative ways of knowing one another and investigating the theme, positioning them as content creators from the outset.
	Let’s Comprehend! broadens their conceptual horizons through interactions with teaching fellows, professors and industry practitioners. These encounters reveal transport as a multifaceted subject connected to inclusivity, gender, globalisation, identity and emotions. Students question, brainstorm and make connections as they encounter perspectives beyond their immediate disciplines.
	Let’s Conceptualize! provides students with the space to return to their disciplinary communities and develop their own themes, categories and inquiries. Ideas take shape through different disciplinary lenses, ranging from profitability and sustainability to socio-historiographical perspectives and qualitative inquiry.
	Let’s Curate! moves beyond content and concepts into the principles of design and museum studies. Students make deliberate decisions about how knowledge is selected, organised, interpreted and communicated for an audience.
	Across all four dimensions, cross-group feedback is intentionally embedded, while students are given the latitude to introduce approaches of their own. Oral interviews, AI-generated alternative responses and other self-initiated strategies become purposeful ways of extending and refining their ideas.
	In this way, The Singapore Times represents the continued evolution of CCKSS’ Knowledge Building journey — from disciplinary mastery to interdisciplinary knowledge creation. It embodies our vision of students as Content Creators, Creative Contributors and Community Curators, demonstrating that when young people are given the agency, structures and trust to build knowledge together, the possibilities for learning extend far beyond the classroom.

	“Learning becomes transformative when students move from receiving knowledge to connecting, shaping and creating it together.”
	Spotlights
	To view the work of our students for The Singapore Times, please navigate to the Google Drive via the QR code below 🙂
	Our newsletter Always on the Move: Moments, Memories and the Making of SG Transport Story shows us that transport in Singapore is more than just getting from Point A to Point B. From the Causeway connecting Singapore and Malaysia to Changi Airport and our ever-growing MRT network, transport has been a major part of Singapore’s glow-up over the years. Even something as simple as taking a lift plays a part in how we move around every day. But here’s the plot twist: transport is not just about travelling! During the Hock Lee Bus Riots, buses became a symbol of unity, bringing different groups of people together to stand up for what they believed in. Ferries to Pulau Tekong also played an important role in people's lives, from helping residents leave the island to bringing National Servicemen there for military training. These examples show that transport is connected to our memories, emotions and major life events. By looking at transport from different perspectives, we can better understand how it has shaped Singapore and the people living here. At the end of the day, our transport system is more than just buses, trains and planes — every journey has a story, and together, these stories make up Singapore’s history!
	Always on the Move: Moments, Memories, and the Making of Transport History
	When we first heard that our Singapore Times theme was SG Transport, we thought it would be quite straightforward. We thought we would probably be talking about buses, trains, planes and the MRT. But after going through the lectures, games and activities, we realised that transport could be much more than just getting from one place to another. We started thinking about transport as something connected to identity, memories, emotions and even how people come together.
	As History students, we wanted to see what we could do with all these new ideas.
	One thing we definitely had was A LOT of ideas. Sometimes we had so many ideas that choosing one was actually the hardest part! Through our Knowledge Building and AI-CRAFT process, we learnt to listen to each other and build on what someone else had said. Sometimes, we also had to change our own ideas. Instead of thinking, “My idea is better,” we started asking, “How can we make this idea even better together?”
	This was how we started looking at transport in different ways. We came up with “Soaring”, where we looked at something as normal as a lift. We never really thought of a lift as something worth studying in History, but then we started asking how even a simple ride upwards could tell us something about how Singapore has changed. We also came up with “Striking” when we looked at the Hock Lee Bus Riots. A bus was no longer just a bus. It became connected to people, conflict and an important event in Singapore’s history. It was quite interesting to realise that something so ordinary could have such a big story behind it.

	The interdisciplinary part of Singapore Times also helped us a lot. We got to hear ideas from students doing Geography, Social Studies and POA before going back to our own History group. At first, we were not really sure how their ideas would fit into History. But they actually made us think differently. Geography made us think about places and how they are connected. Social Studies made us think more about people and society. We started asking questions like, How did transport affect different people? How did it change their everyday lives? Why did certain changes happen at that time? We realised that looking at History does not mean only looking at dates and events. We can also look at society, places, ideas and people.
	Another thing we learnt was that putting together our newsletter was not as easy as we thought. We had lots of different “threads” — the Causeway, Changi Airport, the MRT, ferries to Tekong, the Hock Lee Bus Riots, lifts, memories and emotions. Our job was to somehow bring these different threads together and make them into one story. We joked that we had to become the “grand weavers” of our own History story!
	We had to think about which ideas could go together, which ones needed more explanation and which ones would actually help our readers understand something. We also had to go deeper instead of just saying, “This happened.” We kept asking, Why did it happen? Why was it important? What changed? What stayed the same? How did people feel or experience it? This helped us connect our ideas to History instead of just putting interesting facts together.
	The 5Is — Interactive, Inquisitive, Innovative, Informative and Integrative — also helped us think about how to make our newsletter more interesting. We did not want people to just read it, finish it and forget about it. We wanted them to stop at certain parts, ask questions and maybe even think about transport differently after reading our work.
	After many rounds of discussing, changing and putting our ideas together, we finally came up with our title: “Always on the Move: Moments, Memories and the Making of Singapore’s Transport Story.” We liked this because it showed that transport is not just about moving. There are people, memories and experiences behind every journey.
	Looking back, one of the biggest things we learnt is that transport is actually everywhere in History. It can be a bus, a lift, a ferry, a railway or an airport. But behind each one are people and their stories. Sometimes, we just have to look a little closer to find them.
	We are especially proud that we got to share this whole experience with Mr Desmond Lee at the Redesigning Pedagogy International Conference, where only two schools were selected to showcase their work. It was quite special for us because we were not only sharing our final newsletter. We were also sharing how our thinking changed along the way and how we learnt to look at something as ordinary as transport in a very different way.

	“Transport is more than moving people and places. It is about the people, connections and stories that happen along the way.”
	Gil (2nd from Left, on behalf of the group)
	presented to Mr Desmond Lee, under
	the guidance of Mr Melvin Chan (right)

	Journey to the Past: Exploring Singapore’s Transport Networks
	Sanjoy, Varnith, Zhi Xin, Zion
	We wanted to explore how public transportation has shaped Singapore's development by creating an interactive visual novel that takes readers on an extraordinary journey through time!   The story begins in modern-day Bukit Panjang when an LRT disruption and a passing storm transport the protagonist, Jayden, back to 1905. As grey mist sweeps him across key historical eras, Jayden experiences the gritty realities of early transport—from barefoot coolies carrying kandis, bullock carts, and early steam locomotives to bicycle-bound Japanese troops during WWII at the historic Ford Factory. He witnesses the chaotic, strike-plagued private bus lines of the 1950s, the government centralization under Singapore Bus Services (SBS), the rollout of "Molly" the mobile library bus, and the dangerous engineering triumphs behind Singapore's first MRT system in the 1980s. After a glimpse into a future powered by autonomous AI buses, Jayden snaps back to the present with a deep appreciation for how generations of innovation continue to keep our island moving forward.

	Working on the Singapore Times was a multidisciplinary effort that involved working with our schoolmates from different classes, with each of us bringing our own strengths and ideas. As a group, we would describe Singapore Times as complex yet rewarding. It pushed us out of our comfort zones because we had to work with people we were not familiar with. However, meeting new people also brought fresh ideas and different perspectives that helped improve our project. Furthermore, listening to one another was important in making our product better. This meant accepting feedback and making improvements. We also learnt that not everyone would have the same opinions, so we had to compromise and find a middle ground to move forward together. Ultimately, our success depended on how well we communicated, worked together and supported one another. Through this experience, we learnt that teamwork is not just about sharing ideas, but also about listening and working together to achieve a common goal. Doesn't this sound like Singapore's transport system, where different modes of transport have to work together to get people to their destinations? Just like our team, isn't the key to success finding a way to work together so that everyone can move forward smoothly?
	More Than a Commute:                            People X Transport X Sustainability
	Presenting our Singapore Times newsletter to external educators allowed us to reflect on how transport connects sustainability, technology and people’s daily lives. Through Dr Desmond Tay’s Expert Sharing, our group learnt that transport is not only about mobility, but also supports economic activities while creating environmental challenges. Learning about the historical shift from electric vehicles to petrol-powered transport and back to EVs showed us how technology adapts to changing societal and environmental needs. Working together as a group also taught us the importance of listening to different perspectives and building on ideas collaboratively. This experience broadened our geographical understanding and strengthened our confidence in communicating geographical ideas.

	Through the Singapore Times Humanities project, we noticed how Humanities combines different perspectives to understand issues more deeply. Our group researched, discussed ideas, participated in professional sharings and went on the Learning Journey before creating our final product. These experiences gave us new ideas which we adapted into our project. Listening to each others also helped us consider perspectives each of us had not thought about, especially when we had different opinions. We enjoyed working together as we built on one another’s ideas and overcame obstacles. Most importantly, we learnt to listen, respect different views and adapt our individual ideas, which we will apply in future projects.
	Stay Aware, Show You Care:
	The Public Transport Edition
	Aishah, Isabella, Marie
	Through the Young Tembusu Programme, we attended four days of Knowledge Building workshops, where we learnt how to explore topics in greater depth, ask meaningful questions and identify the main focus of our project. These skills helped us develop our Singapore Times project by narrowing our focus from transport in general to safety on public transport. We began to look beyond safety rules and consider how people's behaviour, attitudes and actions can affect the safety of others. This helped us understand that public transport is not just a way for people to get from one place to another, but also a shared space where people from different backgrounds come together. Through our presentation, we learnt that safety on public transport involves more than just following rules. We realised that safety is a shared responsibility between transport operators and passengers. While transport operators should provide safe facilities and clear instructions, passengers should also play their part by behaving responsibly and helping those in need. Furthermore, keeping public transport clean and treating others with respect can make the journey more comfortable and welcoming. Through this project, we learnt that a safe public transport system depends not only on good facilities and rules, but also on how people treat one another. Ultimately, we learnt that even small actions can make a difference. If everyone is more aware of their surroundings and considerate of others, how can we work together to make every journey in Singapore safer and more pleasant for all?

	The project dives into the real-world safety challenges commuters face—from theft, harassment, and outrage of modesty to verbal aggression and the abuse of public transport workers. By analyzing Public Transport Council survey data and existing safeguards like CCTV surveillance, emergency buttons, and police patrols, the project highlights both systemic security measures and active commuter responsibility. Ultimately, it empowers commuters to step up as look-outs, reporters, encouragers, and carers to foster a safer, more vigilant, and supportive transit environment for everyone.
	More than just a Ride
	Our Minds on the Move
	The Hidden Psychology Behind Transportation
	Jezebel, Li Lin, Ruo Xi

	Through the Singapore Times project, our group explored the psychology behind transportation in Singapore, focusing on how MRTs, LRTs and buses affect people's feelings and behaviour. Our interest in psychology started when we listened to the sharing on identity and emotions, which made us curious about how people's thoughts and feelings affect their daily experiences. This led us to explore how passengers react to different situations when using public transport.
	We learnt that crowded trains and delays can make passengers feel stressed and frustrated. We also learnt about psychological concepts such as Prospect Theory and Expectation-Confirmation Theory. Prospect Theory explains why people may feel more upset about losing time due to delays than happy about saving time when their journey is faster than expected. Expectation-Confirmation Theory explains how passengers feel satisfied when their journeys meet their expectations, but disappointed when things do not go as planned.
	The group project, expert sharing, learning journey and workshops helped us develop our ideas and understand different points of view. Sometimes, we had different ideas about what to focus on. Instead of rejecting one another's suggestions, we noticed that we listened and built on each other's ideas to create a final product that represented our group.
	We enjoyed researching a topic that was related to our daily lives. This project helped us understand how people's thoughts, feelings and expectations can affect their travelling experiences. It also taught us the importance of teamwork, communication and being open-minded, which we can apply to future projects.
	Ultimately, we learnt that psychology is part of our everyday lives, even during a simple journey on public transport, as it helps us understand why people think, feel and behave differently in the same situation.
	The Sweet Spot:
	Affordable Rides, Sustainable Returns
	Ayanna, Katelynn, Zac
	The project dives into how SBS Transit manages its vast network while navigating S$1.45 billion in annual operating expenses. By analyzing financial trends from 2023 to 2025, our research highlights staff costs, fuel and electricity, and vehicle maintenance as the primary expense drivers. It further evaluates three key cost-management initiatives driving the company's success: AI-powered predictive maintenance that prevented over 500 bus breakdowns, renewable energy efforts like rooftop solar panels and train regenerative braking, and on-site staff accommodation at the Sengkang West Bus Depot to improve workforce retention.

	My group and I decided to focus on how SBS Transit makes profits while keeping public transport affordable, as some of us had a background in Principles of Accounts and were interested in exploring how a real company manages its finances. We wanted to apply what we had learnt in class to understand how SBS Transit balances affordable fares with the need to earn enough money to cover its costs. However, we faced challenges when analysing SBS Transit's financial records and data, as it was difficult to understand the figures and identify how they affected the company's profitability. Through the Knowledge Building process, we shared our ideas, asked questions and built on one another's understanding to develop a clearer picture of how SBS Transit manages its finances. We also connected our ideas with other groups and worked together to create a newsletter explaining how SBS Transit remains financially viable. At times, it was challenging to agree on how to approach our analysis, but we learnt to listen to different perspectives and improve our ideas through discussion. Looking back, it was fulfilling to see how our initial ideas had developed into a finished product. Through this experience, we learnt that teamwork requires patience, communication and a willingness to listen to others. More importantly, we realised that keeping rides affordable while earning enough to cover costs is not easy, as SBS Transit needs to balance the needs of commuters with its financial goals. This links back to our title, “Affordable Rides, Sustainable Returns,” as a successful transport system must make journeys affordable for the public while remaining financially sustainable in the long run. In future projects, I hope to communicate better, share my ideas more confidently and work more effectively with my teammates.
	From Red to Green:
	The Profitability Glow-Up
	Dylan, Ming Han, Noel

	Singapore Times gave us a chance to learn beyond our usual lessons by exploring real-world issues using different subjects, such as Social Studies and Principles of Accounts. After brainstorming, my group chose the topic “Why Was Grab Losing Money, and How Is It Making a Profit Now?” We wanted to understand how Grab improved its financial performance and what changes helped it become more profitable.
	One useful part of the project was the AI training by Mr Melvin and Mr Andy. We learnt that we should first research the topic and develop our own ideas before using AI. This helps us think independently instead of relying on AI for answers. We also learnt to use AI as a feedback companion to identify gaps in our first draft and suggest questions to improve our analysis. For example, AI could prompt us to explore how Grab reduced its costs and whether its business strategies could remain successful. These questions encouraged us to research further and think more deeply. However, we also learnt to check AI's suggestions instead of accepting everything it says.
	Overall, this project taught us how to use AI responsibly to improve our research rather than replace our own thinking. It also helped us develop our analytical skills and become more confident in sharing ideas. From a business perspective, we learnt that transport companies like Grab need to balance affordable rides with earning enough profit to cover their costs. This helped us understand that a successful transport business must meet customers' needs while remaining financially sustainable in the long run.
	UNBOXING EXPERIENCES
	At A Glance: Grounding Inquiry in Real Encounters
	“Learning becomes truly meaningful when students step out into the real world, engage with authentic sources not as rigid answers, but as living partners in dialogue, and construct knowledge that belongs to them.”

	The SG Times:
	Visiting SMRT’s Gali Batu Depot!
	As part of their research journey for Singapore Times, teachers and students visited the SMRT Gali Batu Train Depot for a behind-the-scenes look at the systems that keep Singapore’s rail network moving safely and reliably each day. The visit gave the everyone team a valuable real-world perspective on transport beyond the commuter experience. Here’s what Ms Alvina Lim, one of the teachers who accompanied our students to the depot, had to say:
	The learning journey to Gali Batu Depot has reshaped my perspective as a teacher, particularly in how I can guide students to uncover the geography behind everyday spaces and systems. Through the strategy of noticing, I have come to appreciate how something as familiar as taking the MRT involves complex geographical considerations, such as human-environment interactions, land use, and sustainability. Moving forward, I hope to guide students to view their everyday environments through a more curious pair of ‘geographical glasses’. Similar to how prescription glasses sharpen our vision, these geographical lenses can enable students to look beyond the surface and uncover the intricate relationships between people, places, and the environment, thus developing a deeper geographical understanding and a more informed perspective of the world around them.

	Let’s hear more from CCKSians on their experiences to SMRT Depot 🙂
	Visiting the SMRT depot was a really interesting experience for us! We learnt how much testing and checking goes on behind the scenes to keep trains safe and running smoothly. It reminded us that ideas need to be tested and supported by evidence. This also helped us when creating our newsletter, as we learnt to question our ideas, check our research and make sure our findings were accurate before sharing them with others.
	SS Students’ Team
	Our visit to the SMRT depot helped us rethink transport and realise that keeping Singapore moving takes more than just trains and tracks. Many people, from transport operators to engineers, play important roles in making our journeys safe and smooth. This inspired us to explore different players in Singapore’s transport story, including our national leaders, transport operators and police force, and how they work together to keep Singapore moving.
	History Students’ Team
	Our visit to the SMRT depot helped us see transport from both geographical and technological perspectives. We learnt how transport networks connect different places in Singapore and how technology helps trains run safely and efficiently. This made us think about how better transport planning and new technologies can improve connectivity and make daily journeys more convenient for everyone.
	Geography Students’ Team
	Visiting the SMRT depot got us thinking about the business side of transport! We realised that keeping trains running isn’t just about having trains and tracks, but also investing in technology, maintenance and people. It made us appreciate how much effort and money goes on behind the scenes to keep Singapore moving every day! We also learnt some cost saving strategies by SMRT in making public transport more affordable for commuters.
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